A DISCOVERY
which he suppressed, because, notwithstanding all Mrs. Ormond
had said, and all he had himself heard and seen, his obstinate
incredulity required confirmation under her own hand, or
positively from her own lips. He still fancied it was possible
that change of situation might alter her views and sentiments ;
and he earnestly entreated that she might be left entirely to
her own decision. It was necessary to make this stipulation
with her father; for in the excess of his gratitude for the
kindness which Clarence had shown to her, he protested that
he should look upon her as a monster if she did not love him :
he added, that if Mr. Hervey had not a farthing, he should
prefer him to every man upon earth; he, however, promised
that he would conceal his wishes, and that his daughter should
act entirely from the dictates of her own mind. In the fulness
of his heart, he told Clarence all those circumstances of his
conduct towards Virginia's mother which had filled his soul
with remorse. She was scarcely sixteen when he ran away
with her from a boarding-school; he was at that time a gay
officer, she a sentimental girl, who had been spoiled by early
novel-reading. Her father had a small place at court, lived
beyond his fortune, educated his daughter, to whom he could
give no portion, as if she were to be heiress to a large estate;
then died, and left his widow absolutely in penury. This widow
was the old lady who lived in the cottage in the New Forest.
It was just at the time of her husband's death, and of her own
distress, that she heard of the elopement of her daughter from
school Mr. Hartley's parents were so much incensed by the
match, that he was prevailed upon to separate from his wife,
and to go abroad, to push his fortune in the army. His
marriage had been secret: his own friends disavowed it, not-
withstanding the repeated, urgent entreaties of his wife and of
her mother, who was her only surviving relation. His wife,
on her death-bed, wrote to urge him to take charge of his
daughter; and, to make the appeal stronger to his feelings,
she sent him a picture of his little girl, who was then about
four years old. Mr. Hartley, however, was intent upon form-
ing a new connection with the rich widow of a planter in
Jamaica. He married the widow, took possession of her
fortune, and all his affections soon were fixed upon a son, for
whom he formed, even from the moment of his birth, various
schemes of aggrandisement, The boy lived till he was about
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